
 

At Trefonen RESPECT is our core value. Mutual respect and good behaviour is the expectation of all adults and children at 

all times. 

 
All maintained schools should provide religious education (RE) and collective worship for their pupils, 
unless they have been withdrawn by their parents.  
 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship. Parents must give written notice of 
their desire to withdraw their child.  
 
The right to withdraw your child from RE is in its entirety. A parent may not ‘pick and choose’ which parts 
of the RE curriculum their child may/may not participate in, for example a child may not withdraw from 
those lessons involving only a particular religion. 
 
The right of withdrawal does not include other areas of the school curriculum. Parents do not have the 
right to withdraw their children from areas of the curriculum which may include reflect multi-cultural 
elements or traditions, e;g dance.  
 
The right of withdrawal from RE and collective worship is set out in section 71 of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 : 
 
 
71 Exceptions and special arrangements; provision for special schools  
(1) If the parent of a pupil at a community, foundation or voluntary school requests that he may be wholly 
or partly excused—  

(a) from receiving religious education given in the school in accordance with the school’s basic curriculum,  

(b) from attendance at religious worship in the school, or  

(c) both from receiving such education and from such attendance,  

the pupil shall be so excused until the request is withdrawn. 

(2) In subsection (1)—  

(a) the reference to religious education given in accordance with the school’s basic curriculum is to such 
education given in accordance with the provision included in the school’s basic curriculum by virtue of 
section 352(1)(a) of the [1996 c. 56.] Education Act 1996, and  

(b) the reference to religious worship in the school includes religious worship which by virtue of paragraph 
2(6) of Schedule 20 takes place otherwise than on the school premises.  

(3) Where in accordance with subsection (1) a pupil has been wholly or partly excused from receiving 
religious education or from attendance at religious worship and the local education authority are 
satisfied—  

(a) that the parent of the pupil desires him to receive religious education of a kind which is not provided in 
the school during the periods of time during which he is so excused,  

(b) that the pupil cannot with reasonable convenience be sent to another community, foundation or 
voluntary school where religious education of the kind desired by the parent is provided, and  

(c) that arrangements have been made for him to receive religious education of that kind during school 
hours elsewhere,  
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the pupil may be withdrawn from the school during such periods of time as are reasonably necessary for 
the purpose of enabling him to receive religious education in accordance with the arrangements. 

(4) A pupil may not be withdrawn from school under subsection (3) unless the local education authority are 
satisfied that the arrangements there mentioned are such as will not interfere with the attendance of the 
pupil at school on any day except at the beginning or end of a school session (or, if there is only one, the 
school session) on that day.  

(5) Where the parent of a pupil who is a boarder at a community, foundation or voluntary school requests 
that the pupil be permitted—  

(a) to receive religious education in accordance with the tenets of a particular religion or religious 
denomination outside school hours, or  

(b) to attend worship in accordance with such tenets on Sundays or other days exclusively set apart for 
religious observance by the religious body to which his parent belongs,  

the governing body shall make arrangements for giving the pupil reasonable opportunities for doing so. 

(6) Arrangements under subsection (5) may provide for making facilities for such education or worship 
available on the school premises, but any expenditure entailed by the arrangements shall not be met from 
the school’s budget share or otherwise by the local education authority.  

(7) Regulations shall make provision for securing that, so far as practicable, every pupil attending a 
community or foundation special school—  

(a) receives religious education and attends religious worship, or  

(b) is withdrawn from receiving such education or from attendance at such worship in accordance with the 
wishes of his parent. 

 


